Coppull Medical Practice
       Childhood immunisations

This information sheet contains important information regarding your child’s immunisations.

All children are registered with the Child Health Department. This department keeps a record of when your child’s immunisations are due and what immunisations they have received. Once we receive this notification we will send you your child’s immunisation appointment by SMS text message. If you are unable to attend this appointment you will have the option to text back to rearrange your appointment. Please ensure we have your up to date mobile telephone number. 
Baby Immunisation Clinic

Baby clinic is held at the practice on Wednesdays.  The clinic is run by Dr Harris and Jean Anderson, Practice Nurse.
Why do we immunise babies?

All babies are born with a little natural immunity to disease, but immunisation can offer considerable additional protection against certain serious illnesses.    Without immunisation, children are much more vulnerable to serious infections such as meningitis C and polio. Child health specialists agree that the benefits of immunisation far outweigh the small risk of side-effects.

What immunisations will my baby need?

The immunisation schedule for your baby can be found in your red book. If you have any questions about the schedule or the immunisations you can ask these questions when you bring your baby for the immunisations.

Are there any side effects?

All medicines have side effects, but vaccines are among the safest. The benefits of vaccinations far outweigh the risk of side effects.  Most side effects from immunisation are mild. It's quite usual for people to have redness or swelling in the place where they had the injection, but this soon goes away. Younger children or babies may be a bit irritable or unwell or have a slight temperature. Again, this goes away within one or two days. 

Can my baby have their immunisation if they are unwell?

It is best if your baby receives their immunisations on time.  If your child is unwell it is advisable to discuss their symptoms with the Practice Nurse or Doctor whom will advise whether your child should still be immunised.  In the majority of cases immunisation should still go ahead if you child is mildly unwell.

Consent

There are laws relating to who can consent for your child to receive their immunisations. The law says: consent can only be given by a person with parental responsibility.  Mothers automatically have parental responsibility however Fathers only have parental responsibility if married to the mother or named on the child’s birth certificate. Parental responsibility orders can be granted by the court in circumstances outside of this. Our Doctors and Nurses must adhere to these laws. 
We can only vaccinate a child if a person with Parental Responsibility attends with the child.  If you are unable to attend during baby clinic times you are able to make an appointment for your child to receive their immunisations during a general Practice Nurse clinic.  If you are unable to attend with your child please contact the surgery on 01257 514240 and advise the receptionist that you need to discuss your child’s immunisations with the practice nurse, they will arrange this for you.  
